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them :n the rear ; they then at length broke and fled. Fabius again assailed
the Sainnites under their rampart; their general, Gellius Egnatius, fell, and
the camp was taken. The confederates lost twenty-five thousand men slain
and eig;ht thousand taken; seven thousand was the loss in the wing led
by Deems, twelve hundred in that of Fabius. Such was the victory at
Sentinum, one of the most important ever achieved by the arms of Home.
The following year (294) the war was continued in Etruria and Samnium,
and a bloody but indecisive battle was fought at Nuceria. The next year
(293) the consuls, L. Papirius Cursor and Sp. Carvilius, took the field
against a Samnite army, which all the aids of superstition had been employed
to render formidable.
All the fighting men of Samnium were ordered to appear at the town of
Aquilonia. A tabernacle, two hundred feet square, and covered with linen,
was erected in the midst of the camp. "Within it a venerable man named
Ovius Pacctius offered sacrifice after an ancient ritual contained hi an old
linen book. The imperator or general then ordered the nobles to be called
in separately: each as he entered beheld through the gloom of the tabernacle
ttte altar in the centre, about which lay the bodies of the victims, and around
Svliich stood centurions with drawn swords. He was required to swear, im-
precating curses on himself, his family, and his race, if he did not hi the
battle go wliithersoever the imperator ordered him; if he fled himself, or
did not slay any one whom he saw flying. Some of the first summoned, re-
fusing to swear, were slain, and their bodies lying among those of the victims
served as a warning to others. The general selected ten of those who had
thus sworn, each of whom was directed to choose a man till the number of
sixteen thousand was completed, winch was named from the tabernacle the
Linen legion. Crested helmets and superior arms were given them for dis-
tinction. The rest of the army, upwards of twenty thousand men, was little
inferior in any respect to the Linen legion.
The Roman armies entered Samnium; and while Papirius advanced to
Aquilonia, Carvilius sat down before a fortress named Cominium, about
twenty miles from that place. The ardour for battle is said to have been
shared to such an extent by all the Roman army, that the pullarius, or
keeper of the sacred fowl, made a false report of favourable signs. The
truth was told to the consul as he was going into battle; but he said the
signs reported to him were good, and only ordered the pullarii to be placed
in the front rank; and when the guilty one fell by the chance blow of apfttio,
he cried that the gods were present, the guilty was punished. A crow was
heard to give a loud cry as he spoke; the gods, he then declared, had never
shown themselves more propitious, and he ordered the trumpets to sound and
the war-cry to be raised.
The Samnites had sent off twenty cohorts to the relief of Cominium;
their spirits were depressed, but they kept their ground, till a great cloud of
dust, as if raised by an army, was seen on one side. For the consul had sent
off befcre the action Sp. Nautius, with the mules and their drivers, and some
cohorts of the allies, with directions to advance during the engagement, rais-
ing all the dust they could. Nautius now came in view, the horseboys hav-
ing boughs in their hands, which they dragged along the ground; and the
arms and banners appearing through the dust, made both Romans and Sam-
nites think that an army was approaching. The consul then gave the sign
for the horse to charge; the Samnitos broke and fled, some to Aquilonia,
some to Bovianum. The number of their slain is said to have been 30,340,
and 3870 men and 97 banners were captured. Aquilonia and Cominium